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Chairman  of  Health  Committee. 

MR.  WILLIAM  RICHARDS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

F.  B.  MACKENZIE,  D.S.O.,  M.C.,  M.A.,  M.B.Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

G.  H.  CHAMPION,  M.S.I.A. 


Cleansing  Superintendent. 

W.  A.  PEARSON. 


STAT  l  STIC  AL  SUMMARY  1937. 

Area,  3,854  acres. 

Population,  20,210  (Mid.  1937)  ;  19,262  (Census,  1931). 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  :  1931,  4168  ;  1937,  5,279. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ;  £ 263 . 

Rateable  Value,  £73,704. 

General  Rate,  13/-  in  the  £. 

Birth  Rate,  14.4. 

Death  Rate,  1 1 .0. 

Infantile  Death  Rate,  per  1,000  Births  ;  51.4. 

Total  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  0  ;  Rate  per  1,000  Births,  0.00’ 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  6.  From  other  Tuber¬ 
culous  Diseases,  1 . 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate:  Pulmonary,  0.30;  Non-Pulmonarv, 
0.05. 
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Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  SEDGLEY. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sedgley  Urban 

District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1937,  and  do  so  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  as  indicated  in  Circular  1650. 

The  observations  on  the  Housing  situation  which  I  made  in 
my  report  of  last  year  may  still  be  accepted  as  moie  or  less  the 

same. 

The  need  for  more  houses  as  evidenced  by  the  extent  of 
overcrowding  is  still  insistent  and  the  waiting-list  of  young 
married  couples  who  are  compelled  to  live  in  apartments  or  with 
their  parents,  and  of  applicants  who  are  anxious  to  improve  their 
housing  conditions,  is  a  formidable  one. 

Housing  conditions  are  certainly  improving  in  the  district 
but  overcrowding  is  still  a  serious  menace  to  health  and  the 
cause  of  a  great  deal  of  ill-health  and  when  to  this  is  added  mixing 
of  the  adult  sexes,  ordinary  decency  and  moral  living  are  jeopar¬ 
dised.  It  is  hoped  in  the  course  of  the  next  few  months  to  see 
a  considerable  acceleration  in  the  building  of  new  houses  to  abate 
this  undesirable  state  of  affairs. 

In  the  meantime,  the  evil  is  being  countered  as  new  houses 
become  available  for  occupation. 

Progress  in  slum  clearance  has  been  well  maintained  and 
during  the  year  under  review  74  houses  have  been  placed  under 
Demolition  Orders  of  which  number  28  were  dealt  with  under  9 
Clearance  Areas.  Representations  were  made  to  the  Health 
Committee  in  December  recommending  the  Demolition  ot  a 
further  39  unfit  houses,  and  the  five  years  programme  is  nearing 
completion.  The  Council  have  now  built  148  houses  for  slum  clear¬ 
ance  and  rehoused  662  persons. 
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Some  of  the  houses  dealt  with  were  found  to  be  infested  with 
bugs  and  various  liquid  fumigants  have  been  used  in  an  endeavour 
to  make  the  conditions  tolerable  for  the  tenants  until  they  are 
rehoused.  Arrangements  are  being  made  for  the  disinfestation 
of  furniture  at  the  time  of  removal. 

I  here  have  been  no  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity,  apart 

rom  overcrowding,  which  have  been  specially  noteworthy  in 
the  area. 

Tn  furtherance  of  the  National  Health  Campaign  and  in  an 
endeavour  to  stimulate  public  interest  in  the  prevention  of  ill- 
lealth  and  in  the  importance  of  early  treatment  I  indicated  the 
propaganda  methods  that  might  be  employed  for  bringing  to 
t  le  notice  of  the  public,  the  various  Public  Health  Services 
available  for  their  benefit. 

ac^^on  to  the  issue  of  explanatory  and  illustrated 
o  deis  at  the  Schools  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  well  designed 
posters  were  displayed  throughout  the  area  and  arrangements 
made  foi  the  exhibiting  of  the  films — “  The  Health  of  a  Nation  ” 
an<u  Hundred  Years’ ’  in  two  of  the  local  Picture  Houses, 
each  foi  the  period  of  a  week,  by  courtesy  of  the  proprietors. 

the  crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  is  11.0,  this  giving  a  corrected  Death  Rate  of  11.86. 

"tT1S  _ls  same  as  last  year.  The  Death  Rate  for  the  Country 
(England  and  Wales)  is  12.4. 

I  here  has  been  no  change  in  the  Birth  Rate  for  this  year, 
the  rate  being  14.4,  and  is  below  that  for  the  Country  (England 

and  Wales)  which  is  14.9. 

4  he  infantile  mortality  of  51.4  is  a  decrease  on  last  year* 

and  is  below  the  figure  for  the  Country  (England  and  Wales) 
which  is  58.0.  1  ' 

In  regard  to  :  — 

(a)  Vital  statistics  as  affecting  the  area  ; 

(ty  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  * 

(c)  Sanitary  circumstances  ; 

(d)  Housing  ; 

(e)  Inspection  and  supervision  of  Food  ; 

(/)  I  revalence  of,  and  control  over,  infectious  and 
other  Diseases  ; 

these  are  dealt  with  in  the  succeeding  pages  of  my  report  under 
their  appropriate  sections. 
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Combined  with  my  report  is  that  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  whom  much  of  the  improvement  in  the  Housing  and  Sanitary 
conditions  of  your  area  is  due. 

Again  I  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  and  Housing  Committees  for  their  valuable  support 
throughout  the  year. 

I  also  gratefully  acknowledge  the  ready  and  helpful  advice 
of  your  Clerk,  Mr.  Knight,  and  of  your  Surveyor,  Mr.  Dicks 
To  the  Cleansing  Superintendent  and  other  brothel  omceis  ana 
to  the  local  Medical  practitioners  I  also  convey  my  sincere  thanks 
for  their  helpful  co-operation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  B.  MACKENZIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


May ,  1938. 
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SECTION  A. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Total.  M.  F.  Birth  Rate 
Live  Births  f  Legitimate  289  155  184  ^ 

(Illegitimate  8  2  1)  14.4 

Still  Births,  Total— 12.  Rate  per  1,000  total  births— 41.1 

Total.  M.  F. 

Deaths  .  222  119  108  Rate  11.0 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth:  — 
From  Sepsis,  0.  Other  causes,  1. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  :  — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births,  51.4. 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births,  51.9 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births,  0.00 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages),  0. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages),  1. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age),  0. 


TABLE  I. 

BIRTH  RATES. 


at  ^ 

Sedgley. 

England  and 

i  ear 

W  ales, 

No.  of  Births. 

Birth  Rate. 

Birth  Rate. 

1932 

289 

14.9 

15.3 

1933 

251 

12.9 

14.4 

1934 

281 

14.4 

14.8 

1935 

358 

17.9 

14.7 

1936 

288 

14.4 

14.8 

1937 

292 

14.4 

14.9 

TABLE  II. 


DEATH  RATES. 


Year. 

Sedgley. 

England  and 
Wales. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

.  . 

Death  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

1932 

217 

11.2 

12.0 

1933 

207 

10.6 

12.3 

1934 

193 

9.9 

11.8 

1935 

217 

10.9 

11.7 

1936 

220 

11.0 

12.1 

1937 

222 

11.0 

12.4 

TABLE  III. 


SEDGLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1937. 


Causes  of  Death  : — 

All  Causes 

1  Typhoid  fever,  etc. 

2  Measles 

3  Scarlet  Fever 

4  Whooping  Cough  ...  . 

5  Diphtheria 

6  Influenza 

7  Encephalitis  lethargica  . 

8  Cerebro-spinal  fever  . 

9  Respiratory  tuberculosis 

10  Other  tuberculosis  ... 

1 1  Syphilis 

12  General  paralysis  of  insane,  etc.  ... 

13  Cancer 

14  Diabetes 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage  . 

16  Heart  Disease  . 

17  Aneurysm  . 

18  Other  Circulatory  . 

19  Bronchitis 

20  Pneumonia  ... 

21  Other  respiratory  . 

22  Peptic  ulcer  ... 

23  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

24  Appendicitis  ... 

25  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

26  Other  liver  diseases  ... 

27  Other  digestive  . *  . 

28  Nephritis 

29  Puerperal  sepsis  ...  . 

30  Other  puerperal  . 

31  Congenital  causes,  etc . 

32  Senility  . 

33  Suicide  ...  •  ••  . 

34  Other  violence 

35  Other  defined  causes 

36  Ill-defined  causes  ...  ••• 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35)  : 

Small-pox 

Poliomyelitis 

Polioencephalitis 


M 

119 


1 

8 


3 

1 


9 

1 

11 

21 

6 

2 

12 

1 

1 


1 

*> 

jLJ 


4 

11 

3 

10 

11 
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TABLE  III. — (Continued). 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year 


Live  Births  :  Total 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Stillbirths:  Total 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Resident  population 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


7  8 

7  8 

157  135 

155  134 

2  1 

7  5 

7  5 

20,210 


The  highest  number  of  deaths  were  attributable  to  the 
following  causes  - — 


Heart  Disease  . 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

Pneumonia  . 

Cancer  . 

Senility  . 

Bronchitis . 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Influenza  ... 


1937 

1936 

41 

60 

27 

24 

15 

23 

20 

22 

20 

14 

7 

12 

6 

6 

14 

2 
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TABLE  V. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1937. 

Nett  Deaths  from  causes  stated  at  various  ages  under  one  year  of  age  - 
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All  causes  .... 

4 

— 

1 

— 

5 

6 

— 

3 

1 

15 

Smallpox  .... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

Chicken-pox 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

Measles 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

•  •  •  • 

.... 

Scarlet  Fever 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

. 

.... 

«... 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

. 

.... 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

•  •  •  • 

... 

Erysipelas  .... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

. . . 

.... 

.... 

... 

Tubercular  Peritonitis 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

Other  Tuberculous  Disease  .... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

1 

. 

1 

Q 

Meningitis  (not  tubercular)  .... 

3 

.... 

.... 

.... 

o 

.... 

.... 

Convulsions 

.... 

.... 

3 

. 

o 

Laryngitis  .... 

.... 

.... 

. 

.... 

.... 

•  .  . 

1 

. 

•  •  •  • 

.... 

•  •  • 

1 

o 

Bronchitis  .... 

.... 

•  .  • 

. 

. 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

1 

. 

A 

Diarrhoea  .... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

. 

. 

Enteritis 

•  •  •  • 

.... 

. 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

Gastritis 

•  ••  • 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

Syphilis 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

Rickets 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

. 

••** 

.... 

Suffocation 

... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

. 

.... 

. 

.... 

•  •  •  • 

. 

Injury  at  Birth 

... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

. 

.... 

.... 

.... 

Atelectasis  .... 

. 

. 

1 

.... 

. 

.... 

•  •  • 

1 

..... 

Q 

Congenital  Malformations  .... 

1 

. 

. 

1 

1 

1 

.... 

.  •  • 

o 

1 

Premature  Birth 

Atrophy,  Debility  &  Marasmus 
Influenza  .... 

1 

1 

.... 

1 

.... 

2 

.... 

.... 

Icterus  Neonatorum 

.... 

.... 

1 

.... 

•  •  •  • 

.... 

i 

Other  causes 

.... 

•  •  • 

•  • .  t 

Totals  ... 

4 

1 

5 

6 

3 

1 

15 

10 


TABLE  V. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES. 


Year. 

Sedgley. 

England  and 
Wales. 

Rate  per 
1000  births. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Rate  per 
1000  births. 

1932 

289 

28 

96.8 

65 

1933 

251 

13 

51.8 

64 

1934 

281 

13 

46.2 

59 

1935 

358 

23 

64.2 

57 

1936 

288 

21 

72.9 

59 

1937 

292 

15 

51.4 

58 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  among  children  undei 
two  years  of  age. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Birth  rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Death-rates,  and 
Case-rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  year  1937. 

England  and  Wales,  London,  122  Great  Towns  and  143  Smaller  Towns. 

(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns) 


England 
and 
Wales 


125 

148 

County  Boro’s. 

Smaller  Towns 

and 

(Resident 

Great  Towns 

Populations 

including 

25,000  to 

London 

50,000  at 

1931  Census) 

_ _ 

Births  : — 

Live 

Still 

Deaths 

All  causes 

Typhoid  &  Para¬ 
typhoid  fevers 
Smallpox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Influenza 
Violence 

Notifications 

Smallpox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Pneumonia 


Deaths  under  1  year 
of  age 

Deaths  from  Diarr¬ 
hoea  and  Enteritisj 
under  2  years  of  age 

Maternal  Mortality 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Others 

Total 


London 

Admin¬ 

istrative 

County 


Sedgiey 


Rates  per  1.000  Population 


14.9 

14.9 

15.3 

0.60 

0.67 

0.64 

1  12’4 

12.5 

11.9 

(  0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.04 

0.04 

0.03 

0.07 

0.08 

0.05 

0.45 

0.39 

0.42 

0.54 

0.45 

0.42 

0.  00 

0.  00 

2.33 

2.56 

2.42 

1.49 

1.81 

1.38 

0.05 

0.06 

0.04 

0.37 

0.43 

0.34 

1.36 

1.58 

1.20 

13.3 

0.54 


12.3 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.06 

0.05 

0.38 

0.51 


2.09 

1.93 

0.05 

0.44 

1.18 


14.4 

0.59 


11.0 

0.00 

0.05 

0.00 

0.00 

0.10 

0.69 

0.64 


0.64 
1 . 53 
0.00 
0.59 
2.03 


Rates  per  1,000  Live  births 


0.97 

2.26 

3.23 


51.4 

0.00 


0.00 

3.42 

3.42 


Maternal  Mortality 

Puerperal  Sepsis 
Others 
Total 

Notifications  : 

Puerperal  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexial 


13.93 


able 

11.52  | 

4.15 

14.34 

0.00 

3.29 

3.29 


36.2 


12 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 

AREA. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  one  of  the  County  Assistant 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  who  is  posted  for  part-time  duty  with 
your  local  Urban  District  Council. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  a  full  time  officer,  Certified  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute  as  a  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Meat  and  Food 
Inspector.  In  addition  there  is  a  Cleansing  Superintendent  who 
also  acts  as  clerk  to  the  Medical  Officer. 

The  Health  Visitors,  three  in  number,  are  under  the 
direction  of  the  County  Authority,  and  are  paid  by  them. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  Local  Authority  makes  no  provision  for  the  home  nursing 
of  either  Infectious  or  General  Disease.  Lower  Gornal  has  made 
arrangements  for  the  services  of  a  Queen's  Institute  Nurse.  Mild 
Infectious  cases  are  nursed  by  their  own  families  under  the 
direction  of  their  medical  attendant. 


MIDWIVES. 

There  are  four  certified  Midwives  practising  in  the  area 
and  they  work  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Authority. 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  specimens  are  sent  to  the 
County  Bacteriological  Laboratory,  Stafford.  Diphtheria  swabs, 
sputum  ,  urine,  faeces  and  any  other  specimens  having  a  public 
health  interest  are  examined  free.  The  facilities  so  provided  are 
in  constant  use  by  the  local  practitioners.  Throat  Swab  Tests 
for  Diphtheria  Bacilli  88.  Positive,  28,  Negative  60  ;  Sputum 
Tests  for  lubeicle  Bacilli  45  ‘  Postive  11,  Negative  34  * 
Faeces  Tests— 1,  6 
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HOSPITALS. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
by  the  County  Council  :  — 

A.  (1)  Fever,  none.  The  Local  Authority  pays  for  the 
treatment  of  special  fever  and  diphtheria  cases  at  the  Borough 
Fever  Hospital,  Wolverhampton. 

(2)  Smallpox.— The  Local  Authority  has  a  share  in  the 
Conjoint  Smallpox  Hospital,  situate  at  Moxley,  near  Bilston. 

B.  Tuberculosis.— The  Dispensaries,  Parsons  Street,  Dudley 
and  Bell  Street,  Wolverhampton. 

Under  the  scheme  of  the  National  Health  Insurance  Act, 
suitable  cases  are  sent  to  various  Sanatoria.  There  is  a  special 
Sanatorium  for  the  treatment  of  children  at  Himley,  near  Dudley. 

C.  Maternity.— None.  The  County  Council  provides  nursing 
assistance  and  pays  for  medical  attention  if  required.  Difficult 
cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  may  be  sent  to  the  Women’s 
Hospital,  Wolverhampton. 

D.  Children.— None.  Children  requiring  special  treatment 
are  treated  in  the  Hospitals  of  Dudley,  Wolverhampton  and 
Birmingham . 

E.  Orthopaedic.— The  Royal  Hospital,  Wolverhampton,  the 
Guest  Hospital,  Dudley  and  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Birming¬ 
ham,  treat  any  cases  sent. 

F.  Other. — None,  but  the  following  hospitals  situate  outside 
the  Urban  District  are  available. 

Wolverhampton— The  Royal  Hospital  (Medical  and  Surgical 
cases).  The  Women’s  Hospital.  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Department  of  Royal  Hospital.  Diseases  of  Skin 
Department  of  Royal  Hospital.  Wolverhampton  and 
Midland  Counties  Eye  Infirmary. 

Dudley— The  Guest  Hospital  (Medical  and  Surgical  cases). 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  and  Eye  Departments. 
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Birmingham — 1  he  General  Hospitals  of  this  city  and  their 
specialised  departments  are  also  available. 

Orthopaedic  treatment  and  Electrical  and  Light-therapy 
are  also  provided  lor  at  all  the  above-mentioned  hospitals. 

MATERNITY  AND  NURSING  HOMES. 

f he  County  is  the  supervising  authority.  1  here  are  no 
-Nursing  Homes  in  the  area.  1  he  only  Maternity  Home  is  the 
Rosemary  Ednam  Home,  which  is  under  the  control  of  the 
Public  Assistance  Authority,  and  where  patients  are  treated  at  a 
reasonable  fee.  Provision  is  also  made  for  the  admission  of 
unmairied  mothers  to  this  institution  when  necessary. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

the  County  Authority  makes  enquiries  into  causes  of 

maternal  deaths  and  also  in  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal 
Pyrexia.  r 


INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION. 

Homeless  childien  are  pared  lor  by  the  Public  Assistance 
Authority. 

.  J  he  care  of  mental  defectives  is  undertaken  by  the  Public 
Assistance  Authority,  and  such  cases  are  treated  at  the  Burton 
House  Public  Assistance  Institution,  Sedgley. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

A.  Infectious  Cases  .—An  ambulance  is  provided  bv  the 
Conjoint  Board  for  the  removal  of  Smallpox  cases.  By  arrange¬ 
ment  with  the  \\  olverhampton  Authority  the  Borough  Fever 
Ambulance  is  available  for  the  removal  of  other  infectious  cases. 

B.  By  arrangement  with  the  Bilston  and  Coseley  District 
Ambulance  Committee,  an  ambulance  is  now  available  for  the 
lemoval  of  accident  and  non-infectious  cases. 


OPEN  SPACES. 

With  a  desire  to  securing  for  all  time  the  amenities  of  Sedgley 
at  the  approach  from  Wolverhampton  the  Council  have  acquired 
50  acres  of  the  Beacon  Slopes  as  an  “  Open  Space.” 

This  aiea  has  an  extensive  view  of  the  surrounding  country 
and  by  the  provision  of  woodland  planting  the  site  will  tend  to 
become  moic  and  moie  atti active  as  growth  takes  place 
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PLAYING  FIELDS. 

During  the  year  Upper  Gornal  and  Sedgley  Tenscore  Re¬ 
creation  Grounds  have  been  equipped  with  up-to-date  amusement 
apparatus  for  the  children  and  these  appear  to  be  much  appre¬ 
ciated. 

I  understand  that  it  is  hoped  to  carry  out  a  considerable 
scheme  of  development  on  the  recently  acquired  Playing  Field  at 
Lower  Gornal,  during  the  coming  year. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

There  are  two  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  the 
district— one  in  Sedgley,  and  one  in  Lower  Gornal  There  is  a 
permanent  staff  of  three  fully  trained  Health  Visitors,  and  m 
addition  the  Centres  are  attended  by  a  physician,  an  Ophthalmic 
Surgeon,  and  a  Dentist.  School  Clinics  are  held  m  connection  with 
these  Centres,  and  Dental  and  Ophthalmic  treatment  are  given 

when  required. 

The  County  Authority  use  these  Centres  for  training  purposes 
district  and  maternity  nurses  being  sent  there  for  a  course  o 
instruction  in  maternity  and  child  welfare  work  befoie  taking 
up  their  districts. 

The  other  Clinics  available  are  situate  outside  the  area. 

Venereal  Diseases  are  treated  at  the  Royal  Hospital 
Wolverhampton  ;  Artificial  Sunlight  treatment  may  be  obtained 
at  the  Hospitals  of  Dudley  and  Wolverhampton  ;  Orthopaedic 
treatment  in  Dudley,  Wolverhampton  and  Birmingham.  There 
are  no  day  nurseries.  Tuberculosis  is  treated  at  the  Dispensaries 
in  Wolverhampton  and  Dudley.  Tonsils  and  Adenoid  cases 
occurring  amongst  school  children  may  be  treated  at  Bnerley  Hill 
Tonsil  and  Adenoid  Clinic  under  arrangements  made  by  the 
County  Education  Authority. 

A  table  giving  particulars  of  work  at  the  Welfare  Centres  is 
appended . 

The  services  of  the  ladies  who  act  as  voluntary  workers  at 
the  Centres  are  much  appreciated  and  herewith  gratefully 

acknowledged. 


TABLE  VII. 

MATERNITY  AND  INFANT  WELFARE 

PARTICULARS  RELATING  TO  THE  WORK  DURING  THE  YEAR  OF  1937 
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■Legitimate.  I.  Illegitimate.  ])  Lower  Gornai  Centre.  (2)  Sedjley  Centre. 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

With  the  exception  of  the  houses  in  the  Goldthorn  Hill 
Area,  which  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Wolverhampton 
Corporation  mains  the  whole  of  the  district  is  supplied  by  the 
Sotuh  Staffordshire  Water  Works  Company. 

The  water  for  Sedgley  is  normally  obtained  from  Boreholes 
sunk  in  the  New  Red  Sandstone  formation  at  the  Company’s 
Prestwood  Pumping  Station,  near  Kinver.  From  there  the  water 
is  pumped  through  a  steel  main  to  Reservoirs  at  Shaver’s  End. 
Dudley.  Part  of  Sedgley  receives  a  supply  by  gravitation  from 
these  Reservoirs  at  Shaver’s  End,  but  as  certain  parts  of  the 
district  are  at  a  higher  altitude  than  can  be  adequately  supplied 
under  that  head  the  water  has  to  be  re-pumped  to  the  elevated 
tanks  and  the  reservoir  at  Sedgley  Beacon. 

It  will,  therefore  be  noted  that  in  Sedgley  there  are  three 
zones  of  supply  : — 

(a)  From  Shaver’s  End  Reservoirs  ; 

(. b )  Sedgley  Beacon  Reservoir  ; 

(c)  Elevated  Steel  tanks  at  Sedgley  Beacon  ; 
but  in  all  three  cases  the  water  is  normally  from  the  same  source. 

No  contamination  of  any  kind  has  been  found  and  the  supply 
is  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Fred  J.  Dixon,  M.Inst.  C.E.,  M.Inst. 
Mech.  E.,  Engineer  in  Chief,  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 
Company,  for  the  following  report  :  — 


RESULTS  OF  EXAMINATION  OF  RECENT  SAMPLE  OF  WATER. 

SEDGLEY  RESERVOIR. 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

BACTERIA,  Colonies  per  ml.  BACTERIUM  COLL 

Nutrient  Agar  at  20°C.  3  days  1  Presumptive  Test  Absent 

Nutrient  Agar  at  37°C.  1  day  .5  Confirmatory  Tests  Absent 

Nutrient  Agar  at  37°C  2  days  .75 
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PHYSICAL  CHARACTERS. 


COLOUR  (Burgess) 

2mm 

TASTE  ...  Normal 

TURBIDITY 

Clear 

ODOUR  ...  Nil. 

Chemical  Analysis  (Expressed 

in  parts  per  100,000). 

PH. 

...  7.0 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  ...  23 

Alkalinity  (CaC03) 

...  7.8 

Oxygen  Absorbed  (3hrs. 

at  27°C.)  .012 

Chlorides  (Cl) 

...2.55 

Temporary  Hardness  7. 1 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

Trace 

Permanent  Hardness  4 . 2 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

Trace 

Remarks. 

T otal  Hardness  ...11.3 

•  •  Jh®.WateT  as  suPplied  by  the  Company  in  the  area  under  the 

jurisdiction  of  the  Sedgley  Urban  District  Council  is  controlled 
Dy  bacteriological  examinations  carried  out  at  least  once  per  month. 


L,st  of  Extensions  to  Water  Mains  in  the  Parish  of  Sedgley  During 

the  Year  1937. 


Location 


Length  laid 
Size  in  yards. 


Himley  Road,  Lower  Gornal 
Bagleys  Lane,  Sedgley 


3"  32 

4"  34 


Drainage  and  Sewerage.— For  this  Report  I  am  indebted 
to  Air.  A.  L.  Dicks,  Assoc. Mem. Inst. C.E.,  Surveyor. 


Drainage — New  Sewers,  etc. 

During  the  year  1 78  houses  have  been  connected  to  the  Sewers 
m  the  various  sewerage  systems,  these  embracing  38  built  by  the 
Council  at  the  Housing  Sites. 

434  yards  of  new  Sewers  have  been  added  to  the  Council's 
sewerage  system.  These  embrace  both  foul  and  surface  water 
sewers  on  the  Lower  Gornal  Housing  Extension. 

,  loIncaddlt;0n  to  tlle  above  it  was  necessary  to  re-lay  55  yards 
of  12  Sewer  m  Humphrey  Street,  Lower  Gornal,  owing  to  damage 
caused  by  mining  subsidence,  also  56  yards  of  18"  Surface  Water 
Dram  have  been  relaid  in  Ettymore  Road,  due  to  the  building 
ot  the  new  Cinema.  ° 
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Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

The  Works  at  Beacon  Hill  continue  to  give  excellent  effluent, 
and  while  all  other  Works  are  still  efficient,  the  analyses  show 
some  deterioration  particularly  at  Upper  Gornal.  1  his  is  readily 
traceable  lo  the  growth  of  Housing  Schemes  near  to  the  Works 
and  the  matter  of  extensions  is  being  taken  in  hand  by  the  Council 
immediately,  as  it  will  soon  be  of  paramount  importance. 


Public  Convenience. 

A  new  Public  Convenience  for  both  sexes  has  been  built  at 
the  junction  of  Jews  Lane  and  Kent  Street.  1  his  has  been 
urgentlv  required  for  some  time. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  only  streams  in  the  district  are  small  watercourses 
carrying  off  storm  water,  and  draining  into  tributaries  of  the 
Severn  and  Tame. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  progress  made  during  the  past  few  years  in  abolishing 
the  privy  system,  which  up  to  September,  1924,  was  general 
throughout  the  area,  has  been  fully  maintained  this  year.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  water  closets  now  number  5366  as  compared 
with  5175  in  the  previous  year,  and  that  privies  now  number 
432  as  compared  453  in  the  previous  year.  The  following  table 
shows  the  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  character  of  the 
sanitary  accommodation  since  1924. 


Privies 

Additional 

Ashpits 

Year 

converted 

W.C.'s  provided 

Total 

Abolished 

1924 

38 

7 

45 

24 

1925 

237 

67 

304 

154 

1926 

204 

65 

269 

138 

1927 

164 

46 

210 

127 

1928 

544 

150 

694 

387 

1929 

237 

73 

310 

187 

1930 

211 

57 

268 

163 

1931 

131 

54 

185 

110 

1932 

76 

18 

94 

69 

1933 

108 

31 

139 

95 

1934 

32 

9 

41 

29 

1935 

27 

9 

36 

36 

1936 

23 

17 

40 

27 

1937 

21 

10 

31 

11 

Total 

2053 

613 

2666 

1557 
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(a)  -Ashbin  refuse  is  collected  weekly.  An  additional  S.  &  D. 

Chelsea  Motor  Freighter  has  been  acquired  as  a  result  of 
which  all  bin  refuse  is  removed  by  modern  covered  mechani¬ 
cal  vehicles. 

(b)  Refuse  from  the  existing  earth  closets  and  privy-middens  is 
wheeled  into  the  street  and  immediately  loaded  into  carts 
except  where  the  yards  of  premises  allow  of  a  close  approach 
to  the  receptacles.  This  type  of  convenience  continues  to 
diminish  and  as  a  result,  conditions  are  very  much  improved. 
Privy-middens  are  emptied  at  two  to  three  monthly  intervals. 

( c ) '  DrY  house  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  in  worked-out 

quarries  and  by  filling  in  subsidences  caused  by  mining.  The 
tips  are  kept  in  good  condition,  and  are  sufficiently  far 
removed  from  dwellings  to  avoid  any  nuisance  arising 
therefrom. 

(d)  Refuse  from  privy-middens  is  mainly  used  on  farm  land  the 
rough  refuse  being  deposited  on  tips  and  immediately  covered. 

( e )  Cesspools  are  cleansed  as  required,  this  work  being  carried 
out  in  the  early  part  of  the  day.  The  contents  are  removed  in 
enclosed  tanks. 

(/)“~The  liquid  contents  of  cesspools  are  discharged  into  sewer 
manholes  or  deposited  on  farm  land. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  systematic  inspection  of  the  district  has  been  carried 
out  in  the  usual  way.  I  he  Sanitary  Inspector  has  furnished  me 
with  the  following  table  of  inspections  ;  further  details  will  be 
found  in  his  report. 


Summary  of  Inspections. 

No.  of  houses  inspected  ... 

Systematic  house-to-house  inspections 
Re-inspections  ... 

Houses  measured  (Housing  Act,  1936)  ... 

Visits  re  overcrowding  ... 

Inspection  re  drainage  ... 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses 
Visits  re  slaughter  on  private  premises 
Factories  and  workshops  inspected 
Dairies  and  cowsheds  inspected  ... 
Miscellaneous  visits 


384 

110 

807 

1647 

274 

187 

431 

31 

56 

46 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under  this  heading. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS, 

There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or 
pools  open  to  the  public  in  the  area. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

Three  houses  which  are  subject  to  a  Clearance  Order  were 
found  to  be  infested  with  bugs  and  arrangements  have  been 
made  with  the  Dudley  Corporation  for  the  disinfestation  of  the 
furniture  at  the  time  of  removal.  I  am  grateful  for  the  helpful 
co-operation  shown  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  S.  Skitt, 
who  informs  me  that  one  month’s  notice  will  be  required  of  the 
date  of  displacement,  and  that  the  furniture  and  bedding  will  be 
collected,  disinfested  at  their  depot  and  delivered  at  the  new 
houses  the  same  day.  The  cost  of  this  service  is  very  reasonable, 
approximately  £2.  10s.  0d.,  per  family.  The  families  will  also 
visit  the  cleansing  station  for  the  disinfestation  of  their  clothing, 
and  arrangements  have  been  made  to  overcome  the  difficulty  of 
persons  who  are  at  work  all  day.  The  owner  of  the  houses  has 
agreed  to  burn  all  timber  on  the  site  when  demolition  takes 
place. 

Four  other  houses  found  to  be  infested  with  bugs  have  been 
dealt  with  by  using  liquid  fumigants  and  we  have  found  “  Zalde- 
cide  ”  to  be  the  most  effective.  Ilie  houses  are  sprayed  twice  at 
an  interval  of  10 — 14  days.  Results  have  so  far  been  satisfactory 
with  the  exception  of  the  three  houses  mentioned  above,  but  I 
am  hesitant  in  recommending  spraying  as  an  effective  remedy. 


Premises  and  Oceupations  which  can  be  controlled  by  Bye-laws 

or  Regulations. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1935,  SECTION  18  (1). 

Regulations  under  the  above  Section  are  not  necessary  to 
the  district,  as  no  underground  rooms  exist. 

RAG  FLOCK  ACTS  1911  and  1928, 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  district  on  which  rag  flock  is 
manufactured,  used  or  sold. 

CEMETERIES. 

Three  of  the  local  Church  Authorities  have  recently  extended 
their  burial  grounds  ;  but  nevertheless,  sight  should  not  be  lost 
of  the  fact  that  some  years  ago  five  acres  of  land  were  acquired  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  a  public  burial  ground,  the  necessity 
for  v/hich  will  become  more  urgent  each  year  as  the  older  burial 
grounds  fill  up. 
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SCHOOLS. 

1  here  are  six  schools  in  the  area  now,  a  new  one — Dormston 
—having  been  opened  for  senior  pupils.  It  is  of  modern  lay-out 
and  generously  equipped  for  training  in  domestic  economy  and 
metal  and  wood  handicraft. 

A  large  playing  field  has  also  been  provided. 

the  County  Education  Authority  is  responsible  for  School 
Medical  Inspection  which  is  carried  out  three  times  a  year.  The 
measures  taken  in  relation  to  the  health  of  the  scholars  are 
detailed  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  County  School  Medical 
Officer,  but  as  Medical  Officei  of  Health  it  is  within  my  province 
to  report  on  the  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  schools  in  the  area 

I  he  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the  various  schools  in  the 
distiict  is  satisfactory,  and  the  personal  cleanliness  in  the  children 
themselves  is  commendable. 

Each  school  has  now  a  ieasonable  supply  of  wash-hand  basins 
and  towels. 

Cases  of  gross  verminousness  are  now  rarely  seen  and 
teacheis  and  nurses  appear  to  have  been  successful  in  their 
efforts  to  discipline  the  children  in  hygienic  habits. 

Ventilation,  heating,  lighting,  water  supply  and  office 
accommodation  are  satisfactory. 

It  has  not  been  considered  necessary  to  close  any  of  the 
schools  on  account  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year. 


REPORT  ON  MILK  SCHEME. 

Number  of  Schools  ... 

Total  Roll . 


No.  paying  for  Milk 

No.  to  whom  Free  Milk  has  been  supplied 

during  year  . 

No.  not  taking  Milk 


1672 

181 

1055 

-  2908 


No.  to  whom  one  bottle  has  been  supplied  free  ...  137 

No.  to  whom  two  bottles  have  been  supplied  Free  ...  44 

Of  this  number  (181)  receiving  Free  Milk  54  were  of  “  D  " 
classification  nutritionally  and  127  of  “  C”  classification. 
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(Of  course  it  has  to  be  noted  that  this  number  181  has  been 
built  up  over  a  period  of  three  years  and  gives  an  average  of  0.6% 
in  respect  of  the  whole  school  population  as  of  “  I)  classification 
which  figure  agrees  more  or  less  with  that  of  previous  years). 

39  of  the  54  “  D  ”  cases  and  5  of  the  127  “  C  ”  cases  were 
allowed  two  bottles  Free. 

I  he  ■’  carry-forward  ”  of  Free  Milk  cases  for  next  year  (1938) 
will  be  :  -140,  i.e.,  181  less  41  who  have  been  removed  from  the 
list  on  account  of  :  - 

Attaining  school  leaving  age  ...  ...  2 

Being  transferred  to  other  schools  ...  1 

Improved  nutrition  ...  ...  ...  9 

Improved  home  circumstances  ...  29 

41 


The  contributory  causes  and  the  chief  factors  responsible 
for  the  great  majority  of  the  cases  of  subnormal  health  and 
nutrition  are  :  - 

Bad  Housing. 

Overcrowding. 

Lack  of  bedroom  ventilation. 

Late  hours. 

Poor  family  stock. 

Straitened  home  circumstances. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 


Census  (1 931 )  Statistics  regarding  the  area  :  - 

Average  number  of  rooms  per  dwelling 
Average  number  of  families  per  dwelling 
Average  number  of  persons  per  room 
Average  size  of  family 

Percentage  of  population  living  more  than  two 
persons  per  room 


4.36 

1.04 

1.02 

4.26 

12% 


Progress  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  was  191, 
of  which  153  were  built  by  private  enterprise.  The  remaining 
38  houses  were  erected  under  the  Housing  Act,  1930. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ... 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


384 

554 


110 

143 

98 


154 


2.  Remedy  ©f  Detests  without  Service  of  format  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  lit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  2 

B.  — -Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  :  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  83 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(а)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 

C.  — Proceedings  under  section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  74 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

D.  — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

4.' — Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV. — Overcrowding  :  — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  197 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  224 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  1381 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year 


9 


(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  66 

(it)  N umber  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  440 

The  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  is  1180,  made 
up  of  800  built  under  1919  Act,  232  under  the  1924  Act,  and 
148  under  the  1930  Act. 

No  byelaws  in  respect  of  houses-let-in-lodgings  are  necessary 
in  this  district,  as  no  such  houses  exist. 

The  bye-laws  in  respect  of  tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc.,  present 
no  difficulty  in  their  enforcement. 
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SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply  . — Particulars  of  inspections  and  details  of 
work  done  will  be  found  in  your  Inspector’s  Report. 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods. — Inspections  have  been  carried 
out  in  the  slaughter-houses,  together  with  visits  to  retail  shops. 
For  further  information  see  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

(c)  Adulteration,  &c. — The  County  Authority  is  responsible 
for  all  inspections  and  actions  taken. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Foods. — 

The  County  is  the  responsible  Authority. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  T.  H.  Jenkins,  Inspector  of  South, 
Staffordshire,  for  the  following  report. 


Article. 

Samples  taken. 

Genuine. 

Adulterated. 

Milk 

38 

38 

— 

General  Foods 

8 

7 

1 

Total 

46 

45 

1 

One  sample  purchased  as  Calomel  Ointment  was  found 
actually  to  be  Calamine  Ointment  which  had  been  supplied  in 
error,  and  the  seller’s  attention  was  drawn  to  this. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACTS  AND  ORDERS. 
UNDESIGNATED  SAMPLES. 


No.  of  samples 
Submitted. 

Cleanliness. 

Tuberculous 

Samples. 

Produced. 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory 

Produced. 

In 

County 

Out  of 
County 

Produced. 

Produced. 

In 

County 

Pos. 

In 

County 

Out  of 
County 

In 

County 

Out  of 
County 

12 

— 

8 

- — 

4 

11 

— 

SPECIALLY  DESIGNATED  MILKS. 


Tuberculin  Tested 

Accredited 

Pasteurised 

Cleanliness 

T.B. 

Cleanliness 

T.B. 

Cleanliness 

Phospha- 

T.B. 

tase 

Satis. 

Un- 

satis. 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Satis. 

Un- 

satis. 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Satis. 

Un- 

satis. 

Pass¬ 

ed 

Fail¬ 

ed 

Neg. 

Bos. 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

- 

1 

3 


— 

o 

O 

— 

O 

O 

— 

lhere  was  also  1  sample  of  “  T.T.”  Pasteurised  Milk-Cleanliness  Satisfactory 
Passed  Phosphatase  Test.  Negative  to  Bi.  Test. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  prevalence  of  notifiable  diseases  during  the  year  shows  a 
considerable  decrease  on  last  year,  the  number  of  notifications 
being  112  as  against  164  in  1936.  This  decrease  is  chiefly  due  to 
the  diminution  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Pneumonia. 

g 

The  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  notified  were  14  a 
against  39  last  year.  Diphtheria  cases  were  31  as  against  46’ 
while  the  number  of  Pneumonia  cases  was  41  as  against  59  for 
the  previous  year. 

No  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  during  the 
year,  home  nursing  being  possible  in  all  instances. 

Of  the  31,  Diphtheria  cases  6  were  admitted  to  hospital  and 
there  were  two  deaths.  The  average  number  of  days  in  hospital 
was  28  and  the  average  cost  per  case.  £16  7s.  3d. 

In  my  opinion,  the  unsuspected  “  carrier  ”  and  close  associa¬ 
tion  in  school  or  in  play,  are  chiefly  responsible  for  the  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  the  housing  conditions  and  source  of  Milk  supply  of 
the  affected  households  being  good  in  all  cases. 

Owing  to  the  inability  of  Wolverhampton  Borough  Hospital 
to  take  all  the  cases,  Brierley  Hill  Hospital  was  called  upon 
and  the  Council’s  appreciation  and  thanks  are  herewith  recorded. 

Prompt  use  is  made  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  by  the  local 
medical  practitioners,  supplies  always  being  available  on  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Pneumonia  accounted  for  36%  of  the  total  notifications, 
Erysipelas  totalled  12  and  there  was  no  case  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum. 

As  regards  non-notifiable  diseases,  Influenza,  Chicken  Pox, 
Measles  and  Mumps  were  very  prevalent  throughout  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year.  The  remaining  three  quarters  were  remark¬ 
ably  free  from  any  of  the  above  diseases. 

School  intimations  of  infectious  disease  are  carefully  scrutin¬ 
ised  and  made  use  of  for  the  purpose  of  guidance  and  localisation. 

Disinfection  of  premises  and  articles  which  have  been  exposed 
to  infection  is  carried  out  by  means  of  disinfectant  fluid  and 
formaldehyde  lamps. 
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All  houses  in  which  a  death  from  Tuberculosis  has  occurred 
or  from  which  a  J  uberculous  patient  has  been  removed,  are 
disinfected. 


1  erminal  disinfection  is  also  carried  out  in  all  cases  of  Diph¬ 
theria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Cancer  and  other  cases  of  long  standing 
disease. 

1  he  efficacy  of  Formaldehyde,  Formalin  Sprays  and  Sulphur 
fumigants  may  be  doubtful  and  the  use  of  disinfectants  such  as 
Izal  an  unnecessary  ritual,  but  they  are  an  incentive  to  washing 
of  personal  linen  and  bed-clothing,  and  scrubbing  of  lloors  and 
paintwoi k  with  soap  and  water  and  to  the  Hushing  of  drains. 

Schools  are  disinfected  when  considered  desirable.  The 
opening  wide  oi  windows  to  ensure  a  free  circulation  of  fresh  air 
is  also  insisted  upon  during  week-ends  and  holiday  periods. 


Summary  of  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Schick  Testing,  1937. 

(Children  under  eight  years  of  age). 
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Table  I. 

%  of 
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No.  of 
Forms 
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Oi  SO  SO  O  flj 
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468 

School. 

Upper  Gornal 
Red  Hall  ... 
Robert  Street 
R.C. 

Queen  Victoria 

Sedgley  Urban 

Pre-School 
Children  ... 

Note — Only  289  actually  inoculated  in  1937  but  nevertheless  558  Schick  Tested  as  a  result  of  the 
“  carry-over  ”  from  1936. 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  have  occurred  amongst  any  children  who  had  been  immunised. 


TABLE  VIII. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
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Total  ...  ...  112 


TABLE  IX. 

AGE-GROUPS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS)  NOTIFIED  IN  1937. 
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TABLE  XII. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 
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The  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  Tuberculosis  deaths  is  2  to  7. 

Notification  of  Tuberculosis  is  efficient. 

No  action  was  taken,  or  known  to  be  required  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925. 


TABLE  XIII 


TUBERCULOSIS  (PULMONARY). 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Death  Rate  per 

Year. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

1000  population. 

1932 

25 

9 

0.46 

1933 

26 

14 

0.72 

1934 

20 

13 

0.67 

1935 

26 

23 

1.15 

1936 

18 

6 

0.30 

1937 

13 

6 

0.30 

TUBERCULOSIS 

(NON-PULIVIO^ARY). 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Death  Rate  per 

Year. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

1000  population. 

1932 

10 

1 

0.05 

1933 

4 

2 

0.10 

1934 

6 

3 

0.15 

1935 

5 

0 

0.00 

1936 

3 

1 

0.05 

1937 

6 

1 

0.05 

38 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

1.— INSPECTION. 

Inspection  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

F actor tfs  .  . 

22 

(including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops  . 

34 

(including  Workshop  Laundries) 

W OR  KPT.  A  OKS  . 

(other  than  Outworkers’  premises). 

T otal  _ 

56 

— 

— 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects 

No.  of 
Prose¬ 
cutions 

Particulars. 

Found 

Remed¬ 

ied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Insp'tor 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts — 
Want  of  Olpanliness  . 

7 

7 

Want  of  Ventilation  . 

Overcrowding  . 

Want  of  Drainage  to  Floors  . 

Other  TsFni<;anrec;  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  f insufficient  . . 

,  <  unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

2 

1 

2 

— 

— 

accommodation  |^not  separate  for  sexes... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act\ 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake¬ 
houses  (  S  Toil . . 

Other  offenr.es  . 

(excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 
and  offences  under  the  Sections  mentioned 
in  the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and  Workshops  Transfer  of 
Powers  Order,  1921). 

T otal  . 

11 

10 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 


District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

,,  1  ,‘a'L,Euch  Pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for 

effected1  ^  deta'ls  °f  insPections  made  and  improvements 

Summary  of  Inspections. 

No.  of  houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ^S4 

Systematic  house  to  house  inspections  ...  ...  uq 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ... 

Houses  measured  (Housing  Act,  1936)  ...  ^47 

Visits  re  overcrowding  ...  ...  ’  274 

Inspections  re  drainage  ...  ...  ...  _  *"  ^7 

Visits  to  slaughter  houses  ...  ’ 

Inspections  re  slaughter  on.  private  premises  .  31 

hactories  and  workshops  inspected  ...  53 

Dairies  and  cowsheds  inspected  ...  ...  "*  43 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  j  ^ 

Notices. 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  73 

"  "  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ,  72 

Informal  notices  served  ...  ...  32 

11  n  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Houses  repaired  without  service  of  notice  ...  43 

improvements. 

Houses  generally  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ^ 

Cases  of  overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  .  33 

Privies  converted  to  W.C’s.  21  ( 

Additional  W.C/s  provided  10  f  •••  •••  •••  31 

Privies  abolished  ...  ...  ...  21 

Ashpits  — .  '/.*  n 

Ashbins  provided  ...  ...  ... 

New  sculleries  or  wash-houses  provided  ...  ...  3 

Water  laid  on  to  scullery  or  wash-house  ...  ...  ...  34 

New  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  27 

Miscellaneous  improvements  ...  ...  ...  42 
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Housing  Act,  1936. 

During  the  year  under  review  74  houses  have  been  placed 
under  Demolition  Order,  including  9  Clearance  Areas  of  28  houses, 
and  153  persons  were  rehoused  from  38  houses.  The  Council 
have  now  built  148  houses  for  slum  clearance  and  rehoused  662 
persons. 

Houses  under  Demolition  Order. 

83,  85,  91  and  93  Bath  Street  ...  ...  ...  4 

52,  53,  69,  70,  71  and  72  Gospel  End  Street.  ...  ...  6 

32,  33  and  34  Gospel  End  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

3  and  4  Beacon  Court  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

3  Goldthorn  Hill  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

24,  26,  28,  30,  34  and  42  Moden  Hill  .  6 

37,  38  and  40  Jews  Dane  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

22  Ox  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

19,  20,  21,  22  and  23  Stone  Street  ...  ...  ...  5 

21  and  22  Holloway  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

1,  3,  21,  23,  25,  27  and  29  Spills  Meadow  ...  ...  7 

8,  9,  10,  11,  32,  33,  35,  72  and  73  Kent  Street  ...  ...  9 

5,  6  and  7  Eve  Lane  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

7,  8  and  9  Duke  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

3,  4,  5,  6,  7  and  8  Vale  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

3  Burton  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

7  North  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

14  Lake  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

7  Himley  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

2,  3,  4,  5  and  6  Gordons  Place  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

2  Musk  Lane  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

23,  24  and  25  Hopyard  Lane  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

10  Straits  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

7,  8,  and  9  East  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

78 

Houses  Demolished. 

7,  8,  9,  10,  11  and  12  Summit  Place  ...  ...  ...  6 

30  and  31  Musk  Lane  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

20,  22,  23,  24  and  51  Ruiton  Street  ...  ...  ...  5 

16  and  17  Beacon  Passage  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

27  and  29  Clarence  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

26  and  27  East  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

13  the  Straits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6  and  7  Evans  Court  ...  ...  ...  7 

25,  26  and  27  Kent  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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82,  83,  84,  85  and  86  Himley  Road  ...  ...  ...  5 

11  Furlong  Walk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

1  and  2  Burton  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

13  Prices  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

2,  3  and  4  Chase  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

42 

Overcrowding. 

All  overcrowding  and  border  line  cases  were  revisited  in 
December,  1937,  and  the  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of 
cases  in  the  various  Wards,  and  particulars  of  cases  relieved. 


Analysis  of  Overcrowding. 
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Privy  Conversions. 

Drainage  and  conversion  work  carried  out  s'nce  September, 
1924,  on  completion  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Sedgley, 
is  as  follows  :  — 

Houses  and  premises  provided  with  proper 


drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  2560 

Water  Closets  installed  ...  ...  ...  2666 

Privies  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  1994 

Ashpits  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  1557 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  227 


Meat  Inspection 

There  are  8  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  and 
during  the  year  431  inspections  were  made.  In  addition  31 
visits  were  made  to  private  premises,  on  notice  of  occasional 
slaughter,  and  43  pigs  were  examined. 

It  is  estimated  that  3  tons  4  cwts  of  meat  was  surrendered 
and  destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

The  register  contains  3  wholesale  traders  and  producers,  19 
producers  and  retailers  and  50  retailers. 

9  retailers  have  dairies  which  are  situated  outside  the 
district. 

One  producer  produces  and  retails  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ” 
Milk. 

Nine  retailers  retail  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  and/or  "  Accred¬ 
ited  ”  and/or  “  Pasteurised  ”  Milk. 

The  licenses  granted  during  the  year  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Order,  1936,  are  as  follows  : — 


“  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  (Dealers  Licence)  ...  1 

"Accredited”  u  n  ...  5 

“  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  (Supplementary)  ...  2 

“  Accredited  ”  n  ...  ...  2 

"Pasteurised”  n  ...  ...  2 
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During  the  year  46  inspections  were  made. 
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Report  on  the  Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

This  work  is  carried  out  under  the  control  of  Mr.  W.  A. 
Pearson,  Cleansing  Superintendent,  and  he  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  work  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour.  The  staff  consists 
of  15  men,  two  of  them  being  regularly  engaged  on  disposal  work 
at  the  various  tips. 

The  Council  own  two  S.D.  “  Chelsea  ”  Motor  Freighters  and 
in  addition  one  horse  and  cart  is  used  for  the  removal  of  house 
refuse.  The  horse,  together  with  driver  is  provided  by  a  contractor 
at  a  fixed  rate. 

During  the  year  2310  loads  of  refuse  were  removed  by  horse 
and  cart  from  1934  buildings  at  a  cost  of  3/9 j  per  load.  The  cost 
for  the  previous  year  was  3/8 J  per  load. 

During  the  same  period  2819  loads  were  removed  by  the 
freighters  from  242,129  buildings.  The  number  of  ashbins 
emptied  was  244,893,  an  average  of  90  bins  per  load  and  a  cost 
of  10/1  lj  per  load. 

The  nett  cost  of  collection  and  removal  for  the  year,  £1982 
Is.  lid.,  shows  a  cost  per  house  of  7/6.  as  against  6/1  lj  for  1936. 
The  cost  per  1,000  of  population  for  the  year  is  £98  Is.  3d.,  as 
against  £89  3s.  6d.,  in  the  previous  year. 

The  cost  of  disposal  shows  a  slight  increase,  the  sum  of 
£204  4s.  4d.,  being  expended  as  against  £194,  12s.  3d.,  in  1936. 

Owing  to  the  continuance  of  mining  operations  the  Tip  at 
Humphrey  Street  has  not  been  available  during  the  year,  but  I 
have  been  fortunate  in  having  an  alternative  tip  at  Hermit  Street 
Quarries  for  the  use  of  Lower  and  Upper  Gornal  requirements. 
The  tip  at  Parkfield  Road  having  now  been  filled  it  is  necessary 
to  bring  all  refuse  from  the  Goldthorn  Park  Estate  to  a  tip  at 
Wolverhampton  Road  but  this  site  will  only  serve  for  a  short 
period  of  time,  after  which  it  will  be  a  matter  of  conveying  to 
the  tip  at  Cinderhill.  There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  prospect 
of  obtaining  a  suitable  place  of  disposal  nearer  this  Estate.  At 
least  75%  of  the  refuse  from  this  area  is  of  a  combustible  nature 
and  adds  to  the  difficulty  of  disposal.  All  the  tips  are  kept  in 
good  condition. 


Year 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

Year. 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 
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Houses 

Privie9 

Ashpits 

Bins 

Loads  removed 
Tanks  Refuse  Total 

244063 

791 

857 

245703 

839 

4290 

5129 

235685 

759 

879 

237161 

733 

4334 

5067 

226674 

950 

1069 

228465 

736 

5560 

6296 

199556 

1219 

1239 

199321 

849 

7118 

7967 

185680 

1486 

1566 

184534 

1144 

7737 

8881 

No. of  Houses. 

Cost.  Per  House. 

Per  1000 
Population. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

s.  d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

5279 

1982 

1 

11 

7 

6 

98 

1 

3 

5126 

1783 

13 

6 

6 

11.5 

89 

3 

6 

4960 

1824 

6 

6 

7 

4.3 

91 

6 

0 

4838 

1820 

6 

7 

7 

6.3 

98 

8 

11 

4424 

1855 

12 

8 

8 

4.7 

95 

8 

5 

I 

am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


G.  H.  CHAMPION, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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